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BEST DOWNHILL SITE

Ski Vermont! —  http://moIe.uvm.edu/skivt-l/
Look at pictures of people skiing. Read real skiers’ 

reports about slope conditions. Find informations 
about restaurants and hotels. Request an application to 
UVM. (For more info on this site, see our Outdoor 
page this issue.)

BEST BASEBALL SITE

Vermont Expos Homepage —
http://homepages.together.net/'-mdobson// 
vtexpos.htm

find out how a sea creature turned up so far from the 
ocean. BEST RADIO SITE

BEST K-12 W IZN —  http://www.wizn.com/
" AjCrtEn 11 r\I/C tA t fA t » ** MtrAfirA A »*» /X e2

school issues and at-home activities. We’ll raise their 
grade to an A+ when they update their six-month-old 
calendar of events.

EASIEST ACCESS TO THE STATEHOUSE

__
BEST VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP

Vermont Legislative Home page—- ,
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/

Ilf

http://www.burlingtonvt.together.com/homepage.htm 
It ain’t pretty, but its got what you need: on-ramps 

to maps, weather, news, politics, arts, events, business-
es and the whole Vermont Web. They even threw in a 
color photo of the mayor to print out and hang on 
your wall.

1 f i  ' % t  /  ,  The Watchman ~~~ ~Spz
http://WWW.pbpub. com/vermont/s http://plainfield.bypass.eom/.watchman/

ticks htm  Sett*e c*own ^es‘̂ e ĉ e wo°dstove and vent your 
frustrations about Vermont’s lost status as an indepen-

Anyone can appreciate fa ll  dent Republic. Jeezum crow!

foliage. B u t i t  takes a  real con-THE BEST PERSONAL DIRECTORY

MOST DOW NHOM E SITE

Jericho Home Page —  http://enhanced- 
designs.com/jericho/

How can you resist a site that so proudly presents 
Snowflake Bentley’s photos of the white stuff, a guide THE BEST ARTS AND CULTURE DIRECTORY

with Phishs Mike Gordon?

BEST BEACHED WHALE

Charlotte, the Vermont Whale

BEST TV SITE -------------h  Big Heavy World — http://www.bigheavyworld.com/
M l  V ’ tHls is the h om e o f  m aybcN

WCAX —  http://www.wcax.com/ V f ?
Hot b u t t o a s ^ y o a  -pgjlfc,, o fe w t^ th m g y i’t ^ L l  W *

R n r lln o fo n  ----------- I

JANUARY SALE
• HOLIDAY STUFF 

50% OFF

Street • Burlington • 802/865* HERB 
Mon-Sat 10-6 • CLASSES ON SUNDAYS 
(*sale ends 31 January 1997)

• SELECTED BOOKS
& CALENDARS 
25% OFF

• JEWELRY
25% OFF

• T-SHIRTS
NOW ONLY $7.00

100 Item ‘Buffet

Orchidl
the Chinese Buffet 

Open daily 11:30 arn-3 pm 
Sun-dhurs 5-9 pm, fri-Sat 5  -10 pm 

5  Corporate Way, South ‘Burlington, TV 
Across from the University 9dall

8 0 2 .6 5 8 3 6 2 6

EVERY M O N D AY IS LA DIES N IG H T ^  
H ALF-PRICE W IT H  A  F ULL PRICE DIN NER!

A l l  y o u  c a n  e a t  
L u n c h  $ 6 . 4 5  
D i n n e r  $ 9 . 9 5

8 0 2 - . 8 & 0 J I 4 - 4 -
Comer of Williston Rd. & Industrial Ave. • 9 Industrial Ave., Williston, VT 05495
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W
hat do you do if you’re 
an active skier and you 
take a tree limb right 
between the legs? Well, after 
stitches in the emergency room 

and quality time with a urolo-
gist, a secondary type of panic 
sets in: You’re out of commis-

(http://mole.uvm.edu/skivt-l/), 
the self-described “only one, 
true non-commercial under-
ground alternative Vermont 
Skiing Sourcebook on the 
Web.” Like a little kid the night 
before hitting the slopes, my 
excitement about exploring 
these possibilities made it hard 
to sleep.

Created by Wesley Wright,

seeming anachronistic, I moved 
from the SkiVt-L home page to 
the “Vermont Day Lodge” —  a 
place where “you can pass 
through many doors into myri-
ad virtual Vermont skiing expe-
riences.” The lodge includes a 
link to “Vermont’s Weather 
Information” — courtesy of 
those weather mavens at 
Lyndonville State College —

Weve heard about “surfing the Net, ” but, hey, you ought to be
able to ski the damn thing.

sion for at least a week. No ski-
ing.

But the doctor never said 
anything about that blurry line 
between reality and the 
Internet. And for this intrepid 
skier — normally pretty deft on 
the slopes but a rank beginner 
on the Web — this presented a 
new challenge: to negotiate the 
bumps and moguls of cyber-
space. We’ve heard about “surf-
ing the Net,” but, hey, you 
ought to be able to ski the 
damn thing. It turns out, of 
course, that you can.

A late-night foray turned up 
127,803 sites associated with 
skiing, including SkiVt-L

with support from Computing 
and Information Technology at 
UVM, SkiVt-L is a free elec-
tronic mail-based listserv dis-
cussion list. An award-winning 
Web site dealing with all 
aspects of Vermont skiing, 
SkiVt-L is a virtual powder 
stash.

So at 7:00 a.m. the alarm 
broke through my conscious-
ness, revealing the clear blue 
light of a Macintosh morning. 
The day looked fine, but I was 
going skiing, and it was no time 
to break routines: I needed a 
mountain weather and ski con-
ditions report.

With my telephone now

and a host of other links.
I decided to bypass the 

weather service in favor of the 
Mad River Glen Web site, com-
plete with general weather and 
trail conditions. “No worry, no 
hurry,” is how I translated the 
report. It was minus four at the 
base. Time for some cyber-cof-
fee.

Since I was in the “virtual 
lodge” packing up my java any-
way, I browsed the “Vermont 
Picture Book.” As if on a drive 
from downtown Burlington to 
ski country, I took in views of 
UVM, picturesque valleys and 
Camel’s Hump. “Camel’s 
Hump, Richmond, Amazon

afs alaid-up
but bit the

cupcakes at the Daily Bread 
Bakery,” I thought to myself.
“If I could ever get an Amazon 
through the Net, that would be 
progress!”

Though disallowing 
favorite ski trip pit-stops, the 
power of the Internet and 
SkiVt-L does allow you to go 
anywhere in the state — fast. In 
the time it takes to make a pole 
plant, I found myself in the 
north country ready to begin “a 
guided tour of Jay Peak,” led by 
Marc Guido. I was all dressed 
up and ready to go, but... no 
Guido.

Fortunately, he left a trail — 
“First Tracks” —  his online ski-
ing guide. Catching up to 
Guido in his “virtual world,” I 
received a friendly introduction 
and the low-down on Jay Peak. 
We found some fresh tracks on 
JFK and Ullr’s Dream, even 
skied the old Poma Line.

Funny thing, Marc gave me 
the goods on Jay, but I can’t for 
the life of me remember how he 
skis or what he looks like.
“Who was that masked man?” I 
nearly said aloud. No matter, 
the quads still felt good. Time 
to glide from the glades at Jay 
to some of my favorite runs at 
Stowe.

Like the area itself, Stowe 
has an expansive and polished 
Web site. I checked out the 
“Inside Line” for an “On the 
Hill” report as well as 
“News &
Notes.” As if 
riding the 
gondola, I 
was protect-
ed and warm, 
the quiet 
interrupted 
only by the hum of the com-
puter, er, lift cable.

At the bottom of the 
Gondolier trail I saw a ski bum 
I recognized. Kim Brown. He 
had snow in his glasses, a smile 
on his face, and as he licked his 
fingers he muttered something 
about Angel Food — a section 
of Stowe trees he’s known to 
frequent.

With a quick swish of my 
keyboard, I was linked to 
Brown’s weekly “Ski Bum’s 
Corner” and found it hadn’t 
been updated since December

ou tta h e re
Touch down sometime late Spring.

^Clim bH igh
C l i m b  H ig h o f f ers th e to o ls a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  

to help k e e p  yo u sa f e  in t h e b ack co u n try .

1861 Shelburne Road, Shelburne, VT 05482 
V erm o n t’s  P re m ie re  O u t d o o r S t o re  985-5055

Hours: 9 :30-9 Mon.-Fri., 9 :30-6 Sat., 10-5 Sun.
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CARBDR’S Restaurant
1 1 5  S t .  P a u l  S t r e e t  • D o w n t o w n  B u r l i n g t o n

Specializing in taste pleasing dishes, 
customer requests and superb service.

Authentic Chinese 
Restaurant

Lunch • Dinner 
Sunday Hours 

Summer 5-10 pm • W inter 
Noon-10 pm

Free-Parking-Evenings &  Weekends

Delivery & Take-Out Available

126 College Street, Burlington • 863-1023 • Fax 863-4823

* dada *

Hump region. Great stuff, but 
able to earn my turns, I made 
off instead to the woods of 
Mad River via the “Vermont

Continued from  page 23

22. Angel Food and other 
treats were surely available, but 
just to make sure, I returned to 
the home page and traversed 
the “Summit Snow Depth on 
top of mighty Mount 
Mansfield” link. Over 50 inch-
es at the stake, the woods were 
probably safe, but they’d have 
to wait until after lunch.

Over a bowl of ski-area 
chili from the all-new “State 
Facts Dining Room,” I linked 
up with “SkiNet,” a Time- 
Mirror Magazines venture, to 
search for a November 1995 
Ski Magazine feature on SkiVt- 
L. Although 1 could watch a 
cybercast of a World Cup aerial 
competition, I couldn’t find 
old issues of the real magazine. 
Oh, well, hard copy is down 
the street in the library; it was 
time to make the mid-day 
switch to tele gear.

Pins in place, I hurried to 
“Vermont’s back country” and 
found a mountain of informa-
tion, including a guide to the 
alpine ski areas and suggestions 
and<ijiap|jfbr backcountry trips 
in the Mt. Mansfield/Camels

in the trees,

to head down a marked trail to 
the lodge.

In the basement of the 
SkiVt-L lodge, I found the 
headquarters o f the “Broken

As i f  riding the 

gondola, I  was 

protected and  

warm, the quiet 

interrupted only 

by the hum o f the 

computer, er, lift 

cable.

“Wunderski” —  places where 
you can make online and real- 
world connections with other 
skiers. But, I know too well 
that the last run 'of the day is 
the most dangerous, so l  >%

able - “freshies” from 1994 are spotte 
still floating around. Wanting a Their 
part of that action, I plunged unnan 
into my first turn so hard that I doesn’ 
bounced back to a “disclaimer” only tl 
page from “Vermont’s back enoug
country” link. “Backcountry, it’s on

. ^ Q u e e n a n
*i¥ou6e %<utd

on the mountain road in stowe, vt • 253-4593

U$EP ♦ CLOSEOUT ♦ N
f r t e K P f t C E l N f r ,  C h M P I N 6 ,  £ u m E>IN6i 6 i 6 A F -

OR and Wild C o u n t ry  G a i t e rs, G lo v es a n d  M i t ts: 25-30% off 
kSTR A T A  m e d iu m w t  long u n d er w e ar S32 /se t , Wool So c ks 3 /J12  

B arre cr a f t e r ro o f ra c ks SI 55 (in d  bike and ski a t tach m en ts)
Sn o w sh o e d e m os: Sherpa 8 x 2 5  —

Elo&eouts from:* monibMi ♦ op- ♦
•  Walrua* Outbound* Shwpa*
♦ Uthba • Sw*«tWat*r ♦ Granite t»«ar ♦
* MSp. •  Wildtmwo 6»pariwic* * MCI ♦
• kraniU 6i*ar ♦ Smiloj«

♦ Mavim ♦

- T h e  O u t d o o r  G e a r  E x c h a
131 Main street, Burlington O P fcN i 1  D A Y S  (&02-V

;e • 
O-OfffO
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